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SAFELY BACK TO SCHOOL 

 
Chinook’s Edge School Division is unwavering in ensuring that “Students Come First”. As we move towards our fall                  
relaunch in Scenario 1 (near-normal operations with health measures) under provincial government direction, it is               
clear that we all share the responsibility of keeping our staff and students safe. Students, families, and CESD staff                   
members will all play a role in protecting our students’ health while moving learning forward. This document is                  
based on the Alberta Guidelines for Re-Entry and is intended to be a guide for parents, students, community                  
members, and Chinook’s Edge staff members. 
 
This plan is based on the following principles: 

● Student and staff health and safety are a priority 
● Student learning will continue no matter which scenario we are in 
● It will require a collective effort to keep schools open and everyone safe 
● Minimize risks not eliminate risks 
● Clearly communicate plan with all stakeholders 
● Make sure stakeholders are informed of the latest expectations. 

 
Together, we can reduce the risk of respiratory illnesses, including COVID-19, in our schools. Measures such as                 
frequent hand hygiene, respiratory etiquette, physical distancing, increased frequency of cleaning and disinfection             
and having staff and children/students stay home when ill are important steps that can support the health and                  
well-being of our children/students, staff and community. 
  
Parents/guardians play an integral role in the screening process for the child’s/student’s daily involvement in school.                
All CESD staff members and students will be required to complete the Daily Screening Questionnaire, and may only                  
enter schools if free of symptoms. For the safety of all students and staff members, it is imperative that individuals                    
who are exhibiting symptoms of  COVID-19 remain at home, get tested and be cleared before attending school.  
 
Any school authority/school connected to a confirmed or probable case of COVID-19 will be contacted by Alberta                 
Health Services (AHS) and may be required to suspend in person classes to allow the public health investigation to                   
take place. The decision to send a cohort/class home or to close a school will be made in consultation with the local                      
Medical Officer of Health (MOH). 
 
As noted in the August 4, 2020 announcement by Education Minister Adrianna LaGrange and Dr. Deena Hinshaw,                 
masks are mandatory for students grade 4-12 and all CESD staff members. Masks are optional for students in                  
Kindergarten to grade 3, but use is encouraged where physical distancing is not possible. 
 
As the pandemic continues to evolve, we may need to transition from in-school near normal learning to remote                  
alternative delivery methods of learning on short notice. By working together we can ensure that, regardless of the                  
scenario, we can remain committed to the health and safety of students and staff, and learning will continue to                   
move forward in Chinook’s Edge School Division. We will continue to follow Alberta government guidelines as we                 
move through Stage 2 and onto subsequent relaunch stages, and will forward updates as necessary. Thank you for                  
doing your part to protect the health and safety of everyone in our Chinook’s Edge school communities. 
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INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS AND FAMILIES 

Screening 
Before leaving home, staff, children/students, and visitors who will access the school for work or education, must                 
self-screen for symptoms each day that they enter the school using the Alberta Health Daily Checklist. Students are                  
required to complete the Daily Screening Questionnaire but a copy does not need to be provided to the school.  
 
Signage will be visible at school sites reminding persons not to enter if they have COVID-19 symptoms, even if                   
symptoms resemble a mild cold. 
 
Should anyone answer “YES” to any of the daily health check questions, they are prohibited from entering the                  
school.  Your child must stay home.  
 

Illness at School 
If a child becomes ill at school, they will be moved to an isolated area or sick room. If more than one student                       
requires isolation, and a separate space is not available, students must be kept a minimum of 2 metres apart and                    
masked. As per the Alberta Government’s pandemic response, parents will be contacted and asked to pick up their                  
child immediately. If the parent/guardian is unable to pick up the student, the designated emergency contact must                 
be notified for student pick up. Parents must ensure that demographic information is up to date, including                 
emergency contacts and any pre-existing medical conditions. If a child develops symptoms that could be caused by                 
either COVID-19 or by a known pre-existing condition (e.g., allergies), the child should be tested for COVID-19 to                  
confirm that it is not the source of their symptoms before entering or returning to school. 

 

Returning to School  
If a student develops symptoms that could be caused by COVID-19 or by a known pre-existing condition (e.g.                  
allergies), the student should be tested for COVID-19 at least once to confirm that it is not the source of their                     
symptoms before entering or returning to the school. 
 
If your child is tested for COVID-19 and is cleared to return to school, please inform the school of a negative test                      
result. At this time, the school does not need evidence of the result, but we will need to know that it is safe for the                         
student to return. If a case of COVID-19 exists, AHS will provide direction for students and staff. 
 

September Staggered Start 
In light of what we have heard from parents and staff regarding the complexities of transitioning to Scenario 1, we                    
are asking for your patience and understanding with respect to the start of the 2020-2021 school year. It is                   
imperative that students and staff have the time to ensure full understanding and practice of safety measures. This                  
time will also allow our staff to establish routines, build trust and relationships with students, and effectively                 
support social emotional and learning needs after our 5 month absence from the classroom. 
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Students will be welcomed back in a staggered manner to assist with a seamless transition back to class. From                   
September 1 to 9, we will have students attend based on the last name to keep siblings connected. The schedule will                     
be: 
 

● Tuesday, September 1:  Last names A-K 
● Wednesday, September 2:  Last names L-Z 
● Thursday, September 3:  Last names A-K 
● Friday, September 4:  Last names L-Z 
● Tuesday, September 8:  Last names A-K 
● Wednesday, September 9: Last names L-Z 
● Thursday, September 10: First day of classes for everyone 
● Friday, September 11: No school. Organizational Day for staff to reflect and refine the re-entry plan                

(September 25 will no longer be a PD day in exchange) 
● Monday, September 14: Regular classes resume 

 
Kindergarten classes and unique situations may vary from this schedule.  

 

Pre-Existing Conditions 
As per Alberta Health Guidelines, if your child has allergies or ongoing health conditions exhibiting COVID-like                
symptoms, they must be tested at least once to establish a baseline for the individual. If symptoms change, the child                    
must stay home, be tested, and cleared to return to school. Information regarding pre-existing conditions and                
medical considerations will be part of the annual demographic update, and may be updated by the parent/guardian                 
at any time. Opportunity to update 2020-2021 demographic information will be emailed to each parent/guardian in                
late August. 
 

Personal Protective Equipment and Controls 
All students will receive 2 reusable masks. The use of masks is mandated for students grade 4-12 and encouraged                   
for students in grades K-3. Students must wear masks on the school bus to and from school, as well as in common                      
areas such as hallways and gathering areas. In the classroom, masks may be removed when students are seated,                  
facing the front of the room. Teachers may request that students continue wearing masks when physical distancing                 
is not possible. When students are moving about the classroom, or in situations where they may be facing each                   
other, masks must be worn. When using masks, every effort will be made to follow appropriate protocols regarding                  
safe mask usage. Students unwilling to wear a mask will be sent home. 
 
School reception areas will be provided with temporary plexiglass screens.  
 
Classrooms will have a supply of temporary use masks, hand sanitizer, and teachers will be provided with a face                   
mask and face shield. Each school will be provided with an electronic thermometer meant for individual, specific                 
situations rather than as a broad screening tool. 
 
In classrooms where students sit at tables, study carrels will be provided to separate spaces for each student. 
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Water Fountains 
As per AHS guidelines, water fountains will remain open, however students are strongly encouraged to bring a full                  
water bottle to school each day and refill these during the day where needed. Students are not to drink directly                    
from the fountain and only use them to fill up water bottles.  
 

Cohorting 
As much as possible, students will be kept in consistent classroom groupings, or cohorts. In this scenario, class sizes                   
will be consistent with what communities have seen in prior years. Wherever possible teachers will move from                 
classroom to classroom to limit the movement of students.  
 
In high schools and some middle school grades, student cohorts will be larger due to the fact students have different                    
courses, schedules and learning opportunities. 
 

Physical Distancing 
Physical distancing (2 metre spacing) is a useful public health measure to help prevent the spread of disease. Given                   
the number of students in a building, we will not be able to maintain the 2 metre spacing at all times, but will work                        
to minimize risk throughout the school day. Where possible, student desks will be arranged so they are not facing                   
each other.  Students seated at tables may be separated by a partition. 
 
Supervisors will encourage students to practice physical distancing while having recess break where possible.              
Students will be encouraged to practice physical distancing and to follow posted traffic flow signage as much as                  
possible. 
 
In circumstances where 2 metres of physical distance is not possible (especially if the circumstance requires                
prolonged close contact for longer than 15 minutes), teachers, staff and students may wear a non-medical face                 
mask to protect one another.  
 
Schools may develop staggered breaks and lunch hours to allow for more physical distancing.  
 
As maintaining physical distance in a school setting is challenging, it is essential that anyone showing symptoms of                  
COVID-19 stay home, get tested, and be cleared before entering the school. 
 

Pick Up/Drop Off Procedures 
Your principal will provide information around drop off and pick up procedures at your school. These procedures                 
will support physical distancing where possible. Parents/guardians must remain off school grounds or within their               
vehicle when dropping off their children. Students will be assigned an entry/exit point, and will maintain physical                 
distancing where possible. Students should go directly to their entry point and wait for direction from staff.                 
Entry/exit points may be adjusted in the case of inclement weather. Student entry/exit may require staggered times                 
which may not align with established bell times. Bus schedules will be maintained regardless of staggered entry/exit                 
times. Teachers will ensure that all students utilize hand sanitizer at the start of the day and prior to leaving their                     
last class. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Chinook’s Edge School Division Re-Entry Plan Page 7 



 

In Person Learning 
Chinook’s Edge staff members are looking forward to welcoming students back into the classroom safely. (See                
personal protective information above). Classrooms will support physical distancing by spacing desks as much as               
possible, ensuring that desks are facing the front of the classroom, and by separating students with a partition at                   
learning stations/tables. 
 
Instructions regarding traffic flow throughout the schools will be provided by the principal and clearly designated in                 
hallways including entrances and exits where possible. 
 
Staff and students are to utilize their own personal items (ex electronic devices, writing instruments, school                
supplies) and avoid use of shared items. Students will be asked to assist with cleaning of shared resources between                   
uses. (ex microscopes, student technology). Each classroom will have its own supply of hand sanitizer, cleaner, and                 
a few disposable masks. 
 
All courses, core and optional, will resume in Scenario 1 with the following adjustments to support physical                 
distancing and minimize risk: 

● Shared use of items such as science equipment, technology, and learning stations will be limited as much as                  
possible. Teachers will work with students to sanitize these objects following each individual’s use. 

● Teachers may continue with the use of classroom libraries, ensuring that all returned materials, and books                
should be stored in a dedicated space for 72 hours and prevent handling the materials during that period. It                   
is recommended that staff who are handling returned materials should follow hand hygiene practices, and               
wear gloves where possible and appropriate.   

● Classes including Music/Band will not have in-person singing or playing of wind instruments. Teachers will be                
exploring alternative ways to achieve these learning outcomes. We will continue to follow recommendations              
from AHS, and Alberta Learning, and adjust practices as new directives become available.  

● Physical education will be outdoors when possible. Mask guidelines will be followed when physical distancing               
is not possible. Activities will limit the use of shared equipment. Any shared equipment will be sanitized                 
after each cohort’s use. 

● CTS/CTF courses may proceed according to AHS safety guidelines around equipment use and sanitization. 
○ CTS classes that teach food preparation may occur as long as students do not share the food they                  

prepare with other students or staff.  
● Work Experience may proceed however students may be asked to wear a mask and will practice physical                 

distancing wherever possible. Work Experience sites will continue to be inspected to ensure they follow all                
AHS COVID-19 guidelines. 

 
Teachers will complete benchmarking early in the fall to determine student understanding of key concepts from                
remote learning in the spring of 2020. This review will not be used for evaluation but will guide teachers and assist                     
with learning plans. 
 
CESD students will be participating in Math and English Language Arts provincial assessments at grades 6 and 9.                  
These assessments will continue to be an important tool in identifying the essential outcomes students need to                 
achieve success in subsequent grade levels. Grade 12 diploma exams will continue to be mandatory, and results will                  
constitute 30 percent of a student’s final diploma course mark. Some schools will be piloting grade 3 Student                  
Learning Assessments (SLA).  Grade 3 SLAs will not factor into a student’s grade.  
 
Should a student regularly attending school become ill, classroom teachers will provide key work for the student                 
while at home on a short term basis. In order to provide consistency for our students and teachers in CESD, Google                     
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Classroom will be the primary CESD Learning Management System (LMS). This will provide our schools and teachers                 
K-12 with a consistent platform for all our students and families.  

 

Remote Learning 
We are committed to providing education for all of our CESD students and believe in-person learning is best for                   
students. However, if a student is not able to attend school due to health concerns or parental choice related to the                     
pandemic, parents/guardians must indicate via this Request for Remote Learning Form. The principal or division               
office staff member will contact you to assist with an option that will meet your needs.  
 
If a student requires remote learning, they will be connected to a designated Chinook’s Edge teacher. Students may                  
re-integrate into the regular classroom with approval from the school’s principal. In this scenario, remote learning                
will be offered, but will look differently than it did in the Spring of 2020. Classroom teachers will focus on their                     
students attending in-person learning and will not be asked to also support students learning remotely for extended                 
periods. 
 

Shared Use of Student Technology 
Students are encouraged to bring their own devices. Chromebooks are used throughout Chinook’s Edge School               
Division from grade one to twelve. If students require use of school owned technology in the classroom, teachers                  
will work to limit the number of students that contact the device. Students will be asked to clean devices after each                     
individual’s use. Classrooms will be equipped with cleaner and Chromebook carts will have instructions for cleaning                
protocol. 
 

Extra-curricular Activities 
Alberta Education, Alberta Health, and other partners such as the Alberta School Athletics Association, are working                
together to explore the possibility of supporting extracurricular activities at school. At this time, all CESD                
extracurricular Athletics and Fine Arts performances are postponed. We will continue to monitor the safety risks                
around these activities, and take recommendations from Alberta Health Services and our partners regarding the               
safe relaunch of these activities. School clubs are able to meet as long as they maintain physical distancing of 2                    
metres or greater between individuals and follow AHS guidelines, sanitizing protocols and cleaning touched              
surfaces.  Clubs not able to maintain physical distancing are postponed until further notice. 

 

Field Trips 
As per recommendation from AHS, field trips involving group transportation are prohibited at this time. Walking                
trips are permitted as long as physical distancing may be maintained. Any field trips beyond walking distance                 
planned for this fall will be cancelled. 

 

Lockers  
The use of lockers in CESD schools is not recommended at this time due to the physical distancing issues they may                     
cause. However, there may be some smaller schools or schools with a unique layout that can use lockers and                   
maintain physical distancing. These schools may develop a plan for the use of lockers by students as long as physical                    
distancing measures are put in place.   
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Common Area Student Phones 
Student phones in common areas will be unavailable for use by students or staff. If students need to use a phone                     
they are to visit the office. 
 

Washrooms 
Capacity of washrooms will be posted. Students will be taught protocols around washroom use including               
handwashing, waiting, and practicing physical distancing if washroom capacity is exceeded.  

 

Playgrounds 
Playgrounds will remain open for student use. As per government guidelines, Supervisors will remind students to                
practice physical distancing and schools may choose to stagger breaks.  

Visitors/Guests/Parents at School 
CESD staff, service providers, RCMP, AHS workers, and delivery staff are allowed into the school following the                 
procedures and protocols established at the school. Parents will only be permitted in the building for a specific                  
purpose and will not be permitted to enter the school during drop off and pick up. Parents coming to the school                     
must follow all protocols for visitors entering a school. Visitors must complete the Daily Screening Questionnaire                
posted at the main entrance of each school. If the visitor answers “YES” to any of the questions, the individual must                     
not be admitted into the school. Visitors able to enter must sign in at the office. A record of all visitors will be kept                        
at the front office which may be accessed if contact tracing is required. 
  
Volunteers and guest presenters are not permitted to be in classrooms at this time.  
 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
Parent-teacher meetings may be conducted face to face while maintaining physical distance or by electronic means.  
 

Food at School 
No activities that involve the sharing of food between students or staff should occur. This will include the sharing or                    
distributing of utensils and condiments. Food provided by the family should be stored with the student’s                
belongings.  
 
Both third party (Subway, etc.) and school breakfast and lunch programs will be permitted if food is pre-packaged in                   
individual bags, and if all food handling protocols from AHS are followed including the wearing of gloves and masks                   
for anyone packaging or delivering pre-packaged foods. Students are not permitted to participate in the               
preparation or distribution of any breakfast and lunch programs. Activities such as bake sales and student recycling                 
are prohibited at this time. 
 
Staff and students will practice physical distancing as much as possible during lunch time, with students eating lunch                  
in classrooms. Common rooms may be used if students are masked, but seating areas must be cleaned after each                   
use. Students will be asked to sanitize their hands before and after eating. Students may be asked to help wipe                    
down desk or table areas used for eating.  Microwaves and vending machines will not be available for student use. 
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School Council Meetings 
School council meetings may be held electronically or face to face as long as physical distancing may be maintained.                   
School council meetings must occur outside of the school day. Touched surfaces must be sanitized by individuals                 
following the meeting. 

 

Before and After School Care Programs 
Chinook’s Edge School Division is working with child care partners regarding before and after school care at school                  
sites.  

 

Student Transportation 
Parents and children/students should not be in the pick-up area or enter the bus if they have symptoms of                   
COVID-19. 
 
For students accessing CESD busing, regular fees will apply. All students (grade 4-12) will wear a mask on the bus as                     
physical distancing is not possible. K-3 students are encouraged to wear a mask on the bus. Students must complete                   
daily health screening questions before going to the bus stop. If a student answers “YES” to any of the questions,                    
they must stay home until they are tested and cleared to go to school. 
 
Bus drivers will be provided with a face shield and mask. Students will be asked to use hand sanitizer upon entering                     
and exiting the bus. A seating plan will be in place while riding to and from school in order to assist with contact                       
tracing in the case of a student being a case of COVID-19. Students who live in the same household will be seated                      
together.  
 
Protocols to support physical distancing will be implemented where possible. These protocols may include students               
loading from the back seats to the front of the bus, limiting the number of students per bench unless from the same                      
household, and students unloading from the front seats to the back of the bus.  
 
If a child becomes symptomatic during the bus trip, the driver will stop, move the student to the front of the bus if                       
possible, and sanitize the assigned seat. If symptoms become apparent on the way to school, the driver will contact                   
the school to make the appropriate arrangements for parent or guardian to pick up the child/student as per illness                   
at school protocols. If symptoms occur on the ride home, the driver will contact CESD Transportation Department                 
who will contact the parent/guardian. Buses will be sanitized after each morning and afternoon run. 
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INFORMATION FOR STAFF 

 

General Building Safety 
A thorough cleaning of school facilities will be completed prior to re-entry. Area rugs and soft furnishings will be                   
removed and stored. Common use furniture will be sanitized where possible according to Alberta Health               
regulations and taped off where cleaning is not possible. 
 
Sick rooms are to be designated for COVID-19 quarantining. Students with other injuries or challenges will be                 
assisted in a separate location. 
 
Hand sanitizer will be placed at each school entrance and in each classroom, as well as in various locations around                    
the school. Students and staff are required to perform hand hygiene when entering and exiting the school as well as                    
before entering and exiting the classroom. Proper hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette will be promoted. Should                
anyone be unable to use hand sanitizer for medical reasons, they will need to wash their hands prior to moving                    
around the building. 
 
Custodial time will be increased throughout the school division to assist with increased frequency of cleaning and                 
disinfection of high-touch areas and equipment (e.g. water fountains and vending machines) inside and outside               
classrooms.  
 
Staff will be supplied with a face shield and mask. In circumstances where 2 metres of physical distance is not                    
possible teachers, staff and students will wear a non-medical face mask to protect one another. Should an                 
individual feel they need further PPE, they are to contact their supervisor and discuss their needs. 
 
Students may be asked to wipe down their desks between individual use if classrooms are used by multiple cohorts.  
 

Staff Health and Safety 
All CESD staff will be expected to assess themselves daily using the Daily Health Screening Questionnaire before                 
arriving at school or worksite. 
 
If a staff member becomes ill at work, they must notify their supervisor and self-isolate by going home. Any items                    
touched by that staff person must be sanitized. 
 
Similar to students, staff with pre-existing conditions that resemble symptoms of COVID-19 must be tested at least                 
once according to the AHS guidelines. If symptoms change, the individual must go home and be tested and cleared                   
before returning to work. 
 

Responding to Student Illness 
If a child/student develops symptoms while at the school, the child/student should be asked to wear a non-medical                  
mask if they are able, and be isolated in a separate room. The parent/guardian should be notified to come and pick                     
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up the student immediately. If a separate room is not available, the child/student should be kept at least 2 metres                    
away from other children/students.  
If the child/student requires close contact and care, a staff member can continue to care for the child/student until                   
the parent is able to pick up the child/student. The student and staff will wear a mask and close interactions with                     
the student that may result in contact with the student’s respiratory secretions should be avoided. If very close                  
contact is required with a young student, the staff member should also use a face shield or eye protection. Staff                    
supervising symptomatic students must ensure that other staff members and students are kept away from the sick                 
room.  Strict handwashing techniques must be used, and physical distancing maintained as much as possible. 
 
An electronic thermometer is available at every school to take the temperature of a student if needed.  
 
Staff/students must wash/sanitize their hands before donning a mask and before and after removing the mask (as                 
per Alberta Health mask guidance), and before and after touching any items used by the child/student. 
 
Once the student has been picked up, a sign must be posted on the sick room door indicating that the room must be                       
cleaned, and custodial staff contacted. All items the student touched/used while isolated must be cleaned and                
disinfected. Items that cannot be cleaned and disinfected (e.g. paper, books, cardboard puzzles) should be removed                
and stored in a sealed container for a minimum of 10 days.  
 

Staff Illness at Work 
If a staff member becomes symptomatic during the work day they will isolate/leave the work site for the time                   
recommended by the Chief Medical Officer of Health and Alberta Health Services. The staff member must access                 
COVID-19 testing by accessing the AHS Online Testing tool. 
 
CESD Employees unable to work due to symptoms related to COVID-19 will be able to access sick leave as per the                     
Collective Agreement or Terms of Employment governing their position. Anyone who reports symptoms should be               
directed to stay home, seek health care advice as appropriate (e.g. call Health Link 811, or their primary health care                    
practitioner, or 911 for emergency response), and fill out the AHS Online Testing tool to determine if they should be                    
tested.  Employees may not return to work until tested and cleared by Alberta Health Services. 

 

Staff Returning to Work 
Staff who have fully recovered from COVID-19 must be tested and cleared before returning to the workplace.  

 

Staff in Close Contact with an Individual with COVID-19 or COVID-19 Symptoms 
As per AHS requirements, staff providing care or living with an individual or family member who tests positive for                   
COVID-19 are required to isolate.  
 
Staff providing care or living with an individual who exhibits symptoms of COVID-19 but has not tested positive for                   
COVID-19 may enter the workplace. If the individual subsequently tests positive for COVID-19, the staff person will                 
then self isolate. 
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Confirmed Cases of COVID-19 
If two or more staff/students within a cohort are identified as having COVID-19, the school will follow outbreak                  
notification procedures as per routine zone protocols (under review by Government of Alberta for September 2020). 
 
CESD will follow direction from the Zone Medical Officer to provide recommendations and messaging for staff,                
parents/guardians, and students. The school may be closed to allow a public health investigation to take place. In                  
this situation, the school would continue to support learning remotely.  
 

In Person Learning 
Classrooms must be arranged to promote physical distancing as much as possible. Desks should face the front of                  
the classroom, and partitions will be used to separate students seated at tables.  
 
For activity planning, staff should decrease the risk for students and staff members by limiting or removing activities                  
that involve shared surfaces or objects frequently touched by hands, modifying activities to increase opportunities               
for physical distancing, and considering the frequency/possibility to clean high touch surfaces (e.g. electronic              
devices, instruments, equipment, toys). Use of shared items or equipment is to be avoided where possible, or users                  
should perform hand hygiene before and after each use. Equipment that must be shared should be cleaned and                  
disinfected after each use. 
 
Activities (including assemblies) that bring together multiple classes or grades are prohibited at this time. Welcome                
Back, Meet the Teacher, and other start up gatherings are cancelled. 
 
Gymnasiums can be used to deliver physical education programming. When possible physical education should be               
done outside instead of inside as the risk of transmission is more likely to occur indoors rather than outdoors. Follow                    
the Guidance for Sport, Physical Activity and Recreation as relaunch progresses. Administrators and teachers should               
choose activities or sports that support physical distancing (e.g. badminton over wrestling). Fitness centres may be                
used for curricular purposes with equipment to be sanitized by students between each individual use.  
 
Learning Commons and common areas including lunch rooms may be used following physical distancing guidelines               
where possible. 
 
Teachers may continue with the use of classroom libraries, ensuring that all returned materials, and books should be                  
stored in a dedicated space for 72 hours and prevent handling the materials during that period. It is recommended                   
that staff who are handling returned materials should follow hand hygiene practices, and wear gloves where                
possible and appropriate.   
 
Classes that teach food preparation may occur as long as students do not share the food they prepare with other                    
students or staff. 
 
In-person learning activities involving singing, cheering, shouting or playing wind instruments will be postponed at               
this time. 
 
To align with physical distancing, field trips and activities requiring group transportation will be postponed at this                 
time. Walking trips are permissible if physical distancing can be maintained. 
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Work experience may resume as long as the risk of infection is mitigated for all participants. If the work experience                    
placement is in a workplace, the child/student is expected to follow health rules set out by the workplace which                   
should comply with the Workplace Guidance for Business Owners . 
 
In order to provide consistency for our students and teachers in CESD, Google Classroom will be the primary CESD                   
Learning Management System (LMS) used to distribute learning to our students. This will provide our schools and                 
teachers K-12 with a consistent platform for all our students and families.  Google Classroom will ensure: 

● Regardless of the learning scenario we are in, students will be supported to learn at home by their classroom                   
teacher if they are required to isolate due to illness or because they are a close contact of a case of                     
COVID-19. 

● Allow schools and teachers to pivot between the learning scenarios, and ensure learning continues to move                
forward. 

● CESD will continue to provide robust high quality support for Google Classroom. We have created an                
extensive list of Google Classroom supports for teachers. Our school teams and school based administrators               
can effectively support the Instructional Leadership of our teachers. 

 

Remote Learning 
We are committed to providing education for all of our CESD students and believe in-person learning is best for                   
students. However, if a student is not able to attend school due to health concerns or parental choice related to the                     
pandemic, parents/guardians must indicate via this Request for Remote Learning Form. The principal or division               
office staff member will contact you to assist with an option that will meet your needs.  
 
If a student requires remote learning, they will be connected to a designated Chinook’s Edge teacher. Students may                  
re-integrate into the regular classroom with approval from the school’s principal. In this scenario, remote learning                
will be offered, but will look differently than it did in the Spring of 2020. Classroom teachers will focus on their                     
students attending in-person learning and will not be asked to also support students learning remotely for extended                 
periods. 

 

Staff Room/Work Room 
Staff are expected to practice physical distancing and sanitizing protocols in shared spaces. Photocopiers, electronic               
devices, work stations, and individual eating areas must be wiped down after each individual’s use. 

 

Staff Meetings 
Principals may choose to have face to face or online meetings with all or a portion of their staff, ensuring that they                      
can meet AHS guidelines regarding number of participants in a room, and physical distancing.  

 

Itinerant Staff 
Chinook’s Edge School Division has a number of staff members that work in more than one school or location.                   
Service providers, substitute teachers and casual staff technology services staff, and division office staff are               
examples of itinerant staff. These staff will be expected to follow protocols at each school site, and wear a mask                    
when visiting schools.  These staff may also be limited to certain communities and/or schools. 
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Career High Schools 
Career High Schools will be open providing face to face learning as well as online learning where possible. Students                   
will be asked to wipe down their desk spaces following use. 

 

International Students 
Chinook’s Edge has postponed registration of incoming international students at this time.  
 

Visitors at School 
The school will screen service providers, including delivery drivers and independent contractors using the Daily               
Screening Questionnaire before they enter the school. If a service provider answers YES to any of the questions, the                   
individual must not be admitted into the school. In the case of a delivery driver answering “Yes”, the driver/school                   
will make alternate delivery arrangements. 
 

Food at Schools and Workplaces 
No activities involving the sharing of food between students or staff should occur. This will include the sharing or                   
distributing of utensils and condiments. Food provided by the family should be stored with the student’s                
belongings.  
 
Common food items such as snack baskets are prohibited at this time.  
 
Both third party (Subway, etc.) and school breakfast and lunch programs will only be permitted if food is                  
pre-packaged in individual bags, and if all food handling protocols from AHS are followed including the wearing of                  
gloves and masks for anyone packaging or delivering pre-packaged foods. Students are not permitted to participate                
in the preparation or distribution of any breakfast and lunch programs. Activities such as bake sales are prohibited at                   
this time. 
 
Staff and students will practice physical distancing as much as possible during lunch time, with students eating lunch                  
in classrooms. Common rooms may be used if students are masked, but seating areas must be cleaned after each                   
use. Students will be asked to sanitize their hands before and after eating. Students may be asked to help wipe                    
down desk or table areas used for eating.  Microwaves will not be available for student use. 

 

Community Use of CESD Spaces 
At this time, community use of CESD spaces is not permitted. 

 

Student Transportation 
Parents and children/students should not be in the pick-up area or enter the bus if they have symptoms of                   
COVID-19. 
 
If a child becomes symptomatic during the bus trip, a mask will be made available. The driver will contact the school                     
to make the appropriate arrangements for parent/guardian to pick up the child/student. 
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The transportation department will ensure measures are taken to increase frequency of cleaning and disinfection of                
high-touch surfaces, such as door handles, window areas, rails, steering wheel, mobile devices and GPS prior to each                  
run. Vehicle cleaning logs will be kept. 
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APPENDIX A 

Daily Screening Questionnaire (AHS) 
 

PDF Copy 
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APPENDIX B 

Students Requiring Individualized Supports 

Returning to school can cause additional concern or anxiety for some of our students with special needs. 
Please know that Chinook’s Edge School Division is committed to taking steps to accommodate our students 
with special needs to help support them in our schools. Our Personal Care Plan will provide support in the 
following ways: 

● Adding COVID-19-specific strategies in the areas of PPE, Physical Distancing, Daily Living 
Considerations, Social Emotional Regulation and Severe/Complex Considerations as needed to 
support plans, such as Individual Program Plans (IPPs), Medical Plans or KITE Plans. 

● Working with Alberta Health Services on COVID-19 safety protocols for some of the complex              
medical interventions and supports some students require, to keep both students and staff as              
safe as possible.Many learners with diverse needs may be considered vulnerable students.  
 

Continuity of learning plans may require personal care and close proximity to individuals supporting              
them. This document has been created to support students with diverse needs and staff supporting               
these students during COVID-19. 
 
Students will be screened case-by-case to determine levels of support required to safely bring students               
into the school environment and any specialized supports will be noted in the IPP or KITE Plans.                 
Students with complex health needs may have Personal Care Plans developed in conjunction with the               
health authority. Staff working with severe or complex students who require more specialized             
considerations and supports with regards to COVID-19 safety precautions will be reviewed with the              
support of a Student Services team member. For students with underlying medical conditions or risk               
factors, parents should consult their child’s physician to consider the health risks and make a decision                
about returning to school that will best support the child. Parents are directed to schools to discuss                 
available options and support.  

Modified Transition and Schedule 
Some students with diverse needs may require modifications to both their schedule and programming.              
School teams and families will need to work collaboratively together to plan for a student’s transition                
back to school.  

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)  
Personal protective equipment such as masks, face shields and gloves are determined case-by-case and              
will be provided by the division for staff that are working with our diverse students. Staff are to wear                   
additional PPE based on the level of support a student requires. Students who require additional               
support with regards to PPE and other health considerations will have a Personal Care Plan created to                 
help support their individual needs. 
 
Face shields, disposable gloves and masks will be provided to support staff who require additional PPE.                
For students where there is a high likelihood of contact with bodily fluids, staff will wear both a face                   
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shield and mask. Masks must be used in circumstances where there is prolonged close contact and a                 
distance of two metres cannot be maintained.  
 
For those students with mask sensitivities or who are developmentally not able to wear a mask                
appropriately, accommodations and modifications will be made on an individual basis. 

Physical Distancing  
Physical distancing can be challenging for some of our diverse learners who are not able to maintain or                  
understand the requirements needed to properly maintain physical distancing. The following supports            
will be provided to help support our diverse learners with physical distancing. 

● Providing visual supports and social stories to help support physical distancing for diverse             
learners. 

● Avoiding close greetings like hugs or handshakes; reminding children to keep hands to             
themselves. 

● Helping younger children learn about physical distancing by creating games. Older children can             
be provided with age appropriate visuals and encouraged to self-regulate. 

● Taking children outside more often for regulation activities and breaks. 
● Regularly clean and sanitize items that are designed to be shared such as electronics. 
● Setting up mini environments within the school to reduce the number of children in a group. 
● Providing designated areas for children who may require specialized regulation support. 

Supporting Daily Living Skills  
Food/Eating: Use good hygiene practices when handling food. Avoid bare hand contact. For example,              
use utensils, deli napkins, or dispensing equipment to handle food. Frequently wash hands with plain               
soap and water to reduce the risk of transmission if you are handling foods. Fresh foods will be washed                   
with soap and water and rinsed thoroughly. Wash hands as per Hand Washing Protocols. Staff will                
prepare student’s food wearing gloves; use a paper towel to place fresh food items on and keep food                  
in the container provided by the parents. Parents will provide their own utensils and containers for                
their children. Students wash hands prior to eating. If required, staff will support students in proper                
hand washing. Staff will also monitor to ensure the student remains seated while eating. Staff will                
return all waste and containers to the student’s backpack using the same containers provided by the                
parents.  
 
Toileting: Staff to ensure the appropriate items are accessible in the washroom to assist in toileting.                
Staff should wash hands as per Hand Washing Protocols. Staff are to wear gloves at all times when                  
supporting the student in the washroom. If staff need to be near the student's side, ask the student                  
not to speak and to turn their head away from the Educational Assistant, if able. If a second person is                    
required to assist, the second staff member will also wear gloves while supporting and the two staff                 
members are to distance as much as possible. Keep the bathroom door (or cubicle door) ajar (if                 
appropriate) to support physical distancing. If necessary, staff will support students with hand washing.              
When finished, staff will follow procedures for donning and doffing gloves and wash hands as per Hand                 
Washing Protocols.  
 
Hand Washing: Staff will support students with proper hand washing procedures as required. If the               
student touches his/her face, mouth or nose, whenever possible staff direct and support the student to                
wash his/her hands. Where appropriate, staff will provide verbal cues but preferably visual supports              
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for proper hand washing. Visual supports and social stories will be provided to schools to help support                 
proper hand hygiene. 

Supporting Emotional Regulation 
Where possible staff will limit the amount of physical prompting with students. However, if physical               
support is required, both the staff member and the student are to wash hands post physical                
prompting. If possible, when physically supporting the student, staff should wear a face shield and ask                
students to face away from the staff member supporting the student. Limit speaking/conversation             
when physically supporting a student. Staff will employ an appropriate strategy (verbal, visual,             
physical action) to support a student as laid out in the student’s KITE Plan. When necessary, staff may                  
engage using NVCI strategies or Studio III supports. Where appropriate, staff should request assistance.              
When the student is regulated, everyone involved in supporting regulation should wash their hands              
and sanitize the area after the student has returned to the classroom. 

 

Sensory Rooms 
Individual sensory bins or activities should be created for individual students so that items are not                
shared between students. For students who require use of larger sensory equipment for regulation,              
please speak with our occupational therapist to determine alternative activities or determine a             
cleaning protocol between uses of the equipment. Limit the number of students using the sensory               
room to ensure that proper cleaning can occur between individual student use. 

Toys, Manipulatives & Specialized Equipment 
Keep enough toys out to encourage individual play. Items that may encourage group play in proximity                
or increase the risk of hand-to-hand contact such as playdough should be avoided. Try to limit toys and                  
other items to those that can be easily cleaned.  
 
For specialized equipment, ensure that proper sanitizing occurs between use. Whenever possible keep             
specialized equipment to designated individual students and avoid the sharing of equipment.  
 

Specialized Services and Supports 

Speech & Occupational Therapy 
Teletherapy:  
When it is effective to do so, teletherapy and telepractice will be used. Practitioners will ensure that                 
the standards of service delivered virtually or via telepractice are comparable to the standards              
expected in traditional delivery methods. In some cases, services may include both telepractice and              
face-to-face components. 
 
A virtual or telephone consultation will initiative service with more direct service and teletherapy              
organized after initial consultation. This will enable practitioners to minimize in-person contact time             
with the student and will also enable any additional planning required to conduct intervention and               
therapy safely.  
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When direct service is provided the following appropriate precautions will be followed: 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
Face Shields:  
Wearing a mask that meets Alberta Health Services specifications is best practice. However, where a               
mask interferes with the ability to provide appropriate intervention or significantly impairs the             
interaction with a student, Alberta Health Services has indicated that a transparent face shield may be                
used in place of a surgical/procedural mask to help address specific communication challenges.             
Practitioners may use a face shield in place of a procedural mask when providing therapy to specific                 
students. 
 
Gloves:  
Practitioners may determine gloves should be worn for interactions with particular students. If             
practitioners are touching students, gloves are a reasonable PPE measure. 

Physical Distancing 
Reinforce the safe physical distancing strategies with students and staff. Plans and strategies for how               
services will be delivered safely when they must be performed near the student (within 2 metres) will                 
be developed (i.e. providing therapy and intervention from the side). 
Using physical obstructions such as tables, to encourage space between individuals. Visual cues will              
also be used to help encourage proper physical distancing. 

Hand Hygiene 
Practitioners and staff will wash their hands regularly and often throughout the day. Hands will be                
washed before starting work, before and after providing any services to a student, and after handling                
equipment. 

Cleaning and Disinfecting Equipment 
Any equipment used during therapy will be cleaned and disinfected prior to its next use. Where                
possible, single-use items will be considered with regards to individual therapy support. Items that              
cannot be cleaned and disinfected between clients will not be used or if appropriate should be left with                  
the student (i.e. crayons may be left behind as single use items if appropriate).  
 
Mixing of “clean” and “dirty” objects will be avoided. Practitioners will take additional precautions in               
the transport/storage of equipment between schools and students. Any equipment used for one visit              
will be placed into a “dirty” bin that is sealed. The “dirty” objects will not be used again until they are                     
disinfected. 

Augmented Alternative Communication Device 
Prior to supporting a student with a communication device or a communication program, staff will               
wash hands as per Hand Washing Protocols. Staff will also support the student to wash his/her hands.                 
Staff will ensure assistive communication devices are wiped down with disinfectant on a regular basis               
(i.e., twice a day). Devices will not be shared with other students. Devices that are transported                
between home and school will be thoroughly wiped down before being used in the classroom. 
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